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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

Application No: 2003801 07836. 1 

This present application mainly relates to a floorboard for resilient floor. As stated in 
the description, the technical problem directed to be resolved in the present 
application is to simplify the installation and reduce the cost expenses and the load 
applied to the joint portion of the floorboard. After examination, the opinions are 
provided as follows: 

1 . The independent Claim 1 does not involve an inventive step provided in Article 22, 
paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. Claim 1 claims to protect a floorboard, 
whereas reference Dl (US3902293 A) discloses a resilient floorboard, with the 
• following technical features disclosed in detail (refer to line 41, column 7 to line 8, 
column 8 of the description, and Figs. 9 to 10): "a resilient floorboard for making 
a resilient floor by joining to the neighboring and identical floorboard; so that 
joined upper neighboring parts of the edge portions of the floorboards together 
define a joint plane, perpendicular to the main plane of the joined floorboards 
(equivalent to the main plane indicated in the present application); the resilient 
floorboard comprising a floorboard main layer, a tongue and a groove (equivalent 
to the locking system) for the locking of the floorboard, and a resilient layer; 
wherein the tongue and groove for the locking of the floorboard are arranged 
along at least two parallel edges of the floorboard and integrated with the 
floorboard, for mechanical joining, vertically and horizontally, of the floorboard to 
the neighboring and identical floorboard; the resilient layer is arranged below said 
floorboard main layer and extends beyond the joint plane of the floorboard, and 
when observed from the joint plane toward the outside, the resilient layer extends 
beyond the outermost part of the joint plane of said floorboard". The distinctive 
technical feature of said Claim 1 with respect to said reference Dl merely consists 
in that "a supporting layer is disposed between the-underside of the floorboard and 
the resilient base". 

Reference D2 (CN2505549 Y) discloses a resilient floor mat with the following 
technical features disclosed in detail (refer to line 1 to line 3, line 14 to line 21, 
page 2 of the description, and Fig. 1): "a resilient floor mat is laid below the 
floorboard, the resilient floor mat comprising an empaistic bearing layer 
(equivalent to the supporting layer indicated in the Claim 1) and a resilient layer, 
wherein the empaistic bearing layer is laid on the resilient layer". It is seen that 
said reference D2 has already disclosed the aforementioned distinctive technical 
feature; moreover, said distinctive technical feature serves the same function in the 
reference D2 as it serves in the present invention, both are for reducing the load 



23/07 2007 M&N 10:16 FAX +46 13 143398 A WAP ATE NT HARNESS 



0005/012 



applied to the floorboard, especially to the joint portion of the floorboard; that is to 
say, said reference D2 has presented an inspiration of applying the foregoing 
distinctive technical feature to the reference Dl so as to resolve the technical 
problem of the invention. Therefore, it is obvious for those skilled in the art to 
achieve the technical solution claimed for protection in said Claim 1 based on the 
reference Dl and in combination with the reference D2. Thus, said claim does not 
involve an inventive step. 

2. The dependent Claims 2 to 5, 8 to 10 and 12 do not involve an inventive step 
provided in Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. Detailed reasons 
are provided as follows: 

(1) Claim 2 refers to the Claim 1, and it further defines the Claim 1. The 
additional technical feature in the characterizing portion of said claim has 
already been disclosed in the reference Dl (ditto) in detail: "since the resilient 
layer extends beyond the outermost part of the joint plane of said floorboard, 
when the floorboard is in a joined state, the resilient layer extends at least 
partly under the neighbouring, and identical floorboard"; moreover, said 
additional technical feature serves the same function in the reference as it 
serves in the present invention, both are for reducing the load applied to the 
joint portion of the floorboard. Therefore, the technical solution claimed for 
protection in said claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that the 
Claim 1 to which it refers does not involve an inventive step, the technical 
solution claimed for protection in said claim does not involve an inventive 
step, either. 

(2) Claim 3 refers to the Claim 1 or Claim 2, and it further defines said claim. 
The additional technical feature in the characterizing portion of said claim has 
already been disclosed in the reference D2 (ditto) in detail: "the resilient layer 
is made of an elastic material having a certain elasticity"; moreover, said 
additional technical feature serves the same function in the reference as it 
serves in the present invention. Therefore, the technical solution claimed for 
protection in said claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that the 
Claim 1 or Claim 2 to which it refers does not involve an inventive step, the 
technical solution claimed for protection in said claim does not involve an 
inventive step, either. 

(3) Claim 4 refers to the Claim 3, and it further defines the Claim 3. The 
additional technical feature in the characterizing portion of said claim has 
already been disclosed in the reference D2 (ditto) in detail: "the elastic 
material comprises cellular plastic"; moreover, said additional technical 
feature serves the same function in the reference as it serves in the present 
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invention. Therefore, the technical solution claimed for protection in said 
claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that the Claim 3 to which 
it refers does not involve an inventive step, the technical solution claimed for 
protection in said claim does not involve an inventive step, either. 

(4) Claim 5 refers to any one of the preceding Claims 1 to 4, and it further 
defines the claim. The additional technical feature in the characterizing 
portion of said claim has already been disclosed in the reference D2 (ditto) in 
detail: "an empaistic bearing layer is adhered to a surface of the resilient layer, 
and the empaistic bearing layer has a horizontal extent which is as great as a 
horizontal extent of the resilient layer"; moreover, said additional technical 
feature serves the same function in the reference as it serves in the present 
.invention. Therefore, the technical solution claimed for protection in said 
claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that the Claims 1 to 4 to 
which it refers do not involve an inventive step, the technical solution claimed 
for protection in said claim does not involve an inventive step, either. 

(5) Claim 8 refers to any one of the preceding Claims 1 to 7, and it further 
defines the claim. The additional technical feature in the characterizing 
portion of said claim has already been disclosed in the reference D2 (ditto) in 
detail: "the empaistic bearing layer has a greater modulus of elasticity than 
the resilient layer"; moreover, said additional technical feature serves the 
same function in the reference as it serves in the present invention, both are 
for reducing the load applied to the joint portion of the floorboard. Therefore, 
the technical solution claimed for protection in said claim is obvious for those 
skilled in the art; in case that the Claims 1 to 5 to which it refers do not 
involve an inventive step, the technical solution claimed for protection in said 
claim does not involve an inventive step, either. 

(6) Claim 9 refers to any one of the preceding Claims 1 to 8, and it further 
defines the claim. MDF, HDF, plywood, particle board, wood material, plastic 
material and metal have excellent pressure-resistant strength; and all of them 
belong to the conventional materials for fabricating the pressure-resistant 
floorboard. Said supporting layer for manufacturing the resilient floorboard in 
the present invention is easily conceivable for those skilled in the art, 
therefore, the additional technical feature in the characterizing portion of said 
claim belongs to a common knowledge in the art. Thus, the technical solution 
claimed for protection in said claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in 
case that the Claims 1 to 5 and 8 to which it refers do not involve an inventive 
step, the technical solution claimed for protection in said claim does not 
involve an inventive step, either. 
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(7) Claim 10 refers to any one of the preceding Claims 1 to 9, and it further 
defines the claim. The additional technical feature in the characterizing 
portion of said claim has already been disclosed in the reference Dl (ditto) in 
detail: "the long sides of the floorboard and the short sides of the floorboard 
are provided with respectively the tongue and the groove integrated with the 
floorboard, for mechanical joining, vertically and horizontally, of the 
floorboard to neighbouring and identical floorboards, so that joined upper 
neighbouring parts of the edge portions of the long sides and short sides, 
respectively, together define their respective joint planes which are 
perpendicular to the main plane (equivalent to the main plane indicated in the 
present invention) of the joined floorboards, the resilient layer at the edge 
portion of a short side and the edge portion of a long side extending beyond 
the respective joint planes"; moreover, said additional technical feature serves 
the same function in the reference as it serves in the present invention. 
Therefore, the technical solution claimed for protection in said claim is 
obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that the Claims 1 to 5 and 8 to 9 to 
which it refers do not involve an inventive step, the technical solution claimed 
for protection in said claim does not involve an inventive step, either. 

(8) Claim 12 refers to any one of the preceding Claims 1 to 11, and it further 
defines the claim. Said claim further defines the application of the floorboard; 
however, such application is obvious for those skilled in the art. Therefore, 
the technical solution claimed for protection in said claim is obvious for those 
skilled in the art; in case that the Claims 1 to 5 and 8 to 10 to which it refers 
do not involve an inventive step, the technical solution claimed for protection 
in said claim does not involve an inventive step, either. 

The independent Claim 13 does not involve an inventive step provided in Article 
22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. Claim 13 claims to protect a kit of 
parts for making a resilient floors, whereas reference Dl (US3902293 A) discloses 
a resilient floorboard, with the following technical features disclosed in detail 
(refer to line 41, column 7 to line 8, column 8 of the description, and Figs. 9 to 10): 
"a resilient floorboard for making a resilient floor by joining to the neighboring 
and identical floorboard; so that joined upper neighboring parts of the edge 
portions of the floorboards together define a joint plane, perpendicular to the main 
plane of the joined floorboards (equivalent to the main plane indicated in the 
present application); the resilient floorboard comprising a floorboard main layer, a 
tongue and a groove (equivalent to the locking system) for the locking of the 
floorboard, and a resilient layer; wherein the tongue and groove for the locking of 
the floorboard are arranged along at least two parallel edges of the floorboard and 
integrated with the floorboard, for mechanical joining, vertically and horizontally, 
of the floorboard to the neighboring and identical floorboard; the resilient layer is 
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arranged below said floorboard main layer and extends beyond the joint plane of 
the floorboard, and when observed from the joint plane toward the outside, the 
resilient layer extends beyond the outermost part of the joint plane of said 
floorboard". The distinctive technical feature of said Claim 13 with respect to said 
reference Dl merely consists in that "a supporting layer is disposed between the 
underside of the floorboard and the resilient base, and the supporting layer is sized 
and adapted to present a horizontal extent which is at least as great as a horizontal 
extent of the resilient base". 

Reference D2 (CN2505549 Y) discloses a resilient floor mat with the following 
technical features disclosed in detail (refer to line 1 to line 3, line 14 to line 21, 
page 2 of the description, and Fig. 1): "a resilient floor mat is laid below the 
floorboard, the resilient floor mat comprising an empaistic bearing layer 
(equivalent to the supporting layer indicated in the Claim 1) and a resilient layer, 
wherein the empaistic bearing layer is laid on the resilient layer, and the empaistic 
bearing layer has a horizontal extent which is as great as a horizontal extent of the 
resilient layer It is seen that said reference D2 has already disclosed the 
aforementioned distinctive technical feature; moreover, said distinctive technical 
feature serves the same function in the reference D2 as it serves in the present 
invention, both are for reducing the load applied to the floorboard, especially to 
the joint portion of the floorboard; that is to say, said reference D2 has presented 
an inspiration of applying the foregoing distinctive technical feature to the 
reference Dl so as to resolve the technical problem of the invention. Therefore, it 
is obvious for those skilled in the art to achieve the technical solution claimed for 
protection in said Claim 13 based on the reference Dl and in combination with the 
reference D2. Thus, said claim does not involve an inventive step. 

4. The dependent Claims 14 to 16 do not involve an inventive step provided in 
Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. Detailed reasons are provided 
as follows: 

(1) Claim 14 refers to the Claim 13, and it further defines the Claim 13. Since 
such fastening means as adhesives, double-face adhesive tape and nails are 
conventionally employed in this technical field to join the layers of the 
floorboard, the additional technical feature of "the underside of the floorboard 
is provided with fastening means for arranging the resilient base" indicated in 
the characterizing portion of said claim belongs to a conventional technical 
method for those skilled in the art. Therefore, the technical solution claimed 
for protection in said claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that 
the Claim 13 to which it refers does not involve an inventive step, the 
technical solution claimed for protection in said claim does not involve an 
inventive step, either. 
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(2) Claim 15 refers to the Claim 13, and it further defines the Claim 13. The 
additional technical feature in the characterizing portion of said claim belongs 
to a conventional technical method in the art (detailed reason pis. refer to the 
above-mentioned opinion). Therefore, the technical solution claimed for 
protection in said claim is obvious for those skilled in the art; in case that the 
Claim 13 to which it refers does not involve an inventive step, the technical 
solution claimed for protection in said claim does not involve an inventive 
step, either. 

(3) Claim 16 refers to any one of the preceding Claims 13 to 15, and it further 
defines the claim. The additional technical feature in the characterizing 
portion of said claim belongs to a conventional technical method in the art 
(detailed reason pis. refer to the above-mentioned opinion). Therefore, the 
technical solution claimed for protection in said claim is obvious for those 
skilled in the art; in case that the Claims 13 to 15 to which it refers do not 
involve an inventive step, the technical solution claimed for protection in said 
claim does not involve an inventive step, either. 

5. The independent Claim 18 does not involve an inventive step provided in Article 
22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. Claim 1 8 claims to protect a method 
for manufacturing floorboard for making a resilient floor, whereas reference Dl 
(US3902293 A) also discloses a method for manufacturing floorboard for making 
a resilient floor, with the following technical features disclosed in detail (refer to 
line 41, column 7 to line 8, column 8 of the description, and Figs. 9 to 10): "a 
resilient floorboard having a floorboard main layer for making a resilient floor by 
joining to the neighboring and identical floorboard; so that joined upper 
neighboring parts of the edge portions of the floorboards together define a joint 
plane, perpendicular to the main plane of the joined floorboards (equivalent to the 
main plane indicated in the present application); the resilient layer is arranged 
below said floorboard main layer and extends beyond the joint plane of the 
floorboard, and when observed from the joint plane toward the outside, the 
resilient layer extends beyond the outermost part of the joint plane of said 
floorboard; and said joining comprising mechanical joining, vertically and 
horizontally, of the floorboard to the neighbouring and identical floorboard". The 
distinctive technical feature of said Claim 18 with respect to said reference Dl 
merely consists in that "a supporting layer is disposed between the underside of 
the floorboard and the resilient base, and the supporting layer is sized and adapted 
to present a horizontal extent which is at least as great as a horizontal extent of the 
resilient base". 

Reference D2 (CN2505549 Y) discloses an installation method of a resilient floor 
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mat with the following technical features disclosed in detail (refer to line 1 to line 
3, line 14 to line 21, page 2 of the description, and Fig. 1): "a resilient floor mat is 
laid below the floorboard, the resilient floor mat comprising an empaistic bearing 
layer (equivalent to the supporting layer indicated in the Claim 1) and a resilient 
layer, wherein the empaistic bearing layer is laid on the resilient layer, and the 
empaistic bearing layer has a horizontal extent which is as great as a horizontal 
extent of the resilient layer It is seen that said reference D2 has already 
disclosed the aforementioned distinctive technical feature; moreover, said 
distinctive technical feature serves the same function in the reference D2 as it 
serves in the present invention, both are for reducing the load applied to the 
floorboard, especially to the joint portion of the floorboard; that is to say, said 
reference D2 has presented an inspiration of applying the foregoing distinctive 
technical feature to the reference Dl so as to resolve the technical problem of the 
invention. Therefore, it is obvious for those skilled in the art to achieve the 
technical solution claimed for protection in said Claim 1 8 based on the reference 
Dl and in combination with the reference D2. Thus, said claim does not involve 
an inventive step. 

6. The independent Claim 19 does not involve an inventive step provided in Article 
22, paragraph 3 of the Patent Law of China. Claim 19 claims to protect a method 
for manufacturing floorboard for making a resilient floor, whereas reference Dl 
(US3902293 A) also discloses a method for manufacturing floorboard for making 
a resilient floor, with the following technical features disclosed in detail (ditto): "a 
resilient floorboard having a floorboard main layer for making a resilient floor by 
joining to the neighboring and identical floorboard; so that joined upper 
neighboring parts of the edge portions of the floorboards together define a joint 
plane, perpendicular to the main plane of the joined floorboards (equivalent to the 
main plane indicated in the present application); the resilient layer is arranged 
below said floorboard main layer and extends beyond the joint plane of the 
floorboard, and when observed from the joint plane toward the outside, the 
resilient layer extends beyond the outermost part of the joint plane of said 
floorboard; and the tongue and groove integrated with the floorboard are arranged 
along at least two parallel edges of the floorboard and integrated with the 
floorboard, for mechanical joining, vertically and horizontally, of the floorboard to 
the neighboring and identical floorboard". The distinctive technical feature of said 
Claim 19 with respect to said reference Dl merely consists in that "a supporting 
layer is disposed between the underside of the floorboard and the resilient base, 
and the supporting layer is sized and adapted to present a horizontal extent which 
is at least as great as a horizontal extent of the resilient base". 

Reference D2 (CN2505549 Y) discloses an installation method of a resilient floor 
mat with the following technical features disclosed in detail (ditto): "a resilient 
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floor mat is laid below the floorboard, the resilient floor mat comprising an 
empaistic bearing layer (equivalent to the supporting layer indicated in the Claim 
1) and a resilient layer, wherein the empaistic bearing layer is laid on the resilient 
layer, and the empaistic bearing layer has a horizontal extent which is as great as a 
horizontal extent of the resilient layer ". It is seen that said reference D2 has 
already disclosed the aforementioned distinctive technical feature; moreover, said 
distinctive technical feature serves the same function in the reference D2 as it 
serves in the present invention, both are for reducing the load applied to the 
floorboard, especially to the joint portion of the floorboard; that is to say, said 
reference D2 has presented an inspiration of applying the foregoing distinctive 
technical feature to the reference Dl so as to resolve the technical problem of the 
invention. Therefore, it is obvious for those skilled in the art to achieve the 
technical solution claimed for protection in said Claim 19 based on the reference 
Dl and in combination with the reference D2. Thus, said claim does not involve 
an inventive step. 

7. The dependent Claims 5 to 6, 8 to 10, 12 and 17 are multiple dependent Claims 
themselves, however, they refer to the preceding multiple dependent claims, 
which does not comply with the provision of Rule 23, paragraph 2 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. Therefore, the applicant 
should change the related references of the aforementioned claims. 

8. The phrase of "substantially" indicated in line 2 of said Claim 17 renders the 
scope of protection in said claim unclear, which does not comply with the 
provision of Rule 20, paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent 
Law of China. Therefore, the applicant should delete said phrase. 

9. The description of the invention records in line 16 to line 18 of page 3 that 
"...according to the independent claims...", "...from the dependent claims..." and in 
line 28 of page 19 that "...within the scope of the appended claims"; all of the 
aforementioned expressions belong to such references to the claims "as described 
in claim...", which does not comply with the provision of Rule 18, paragraph 3 of 
the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. Therefore, the 
applicant should make amendments to said expressions. 

10. A mere formality defect is pointed out in this paragraph, details omitted. 

The applicant should respond to each of the problems pointed out in the present office 
action one after another within the reply time limit designated in the present 
notification and make amendments to the application documents for a patent for 
invention in accordance with the examination opinions set forth in the present office 
action. Especially, he should make amendments to the independent claims and the 
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corresponding dependent claims of the invention in accordance with the references 
cited in this notification and present the convincing reasons in the Observations 
indicating the novelty and the inventive step of the newly revised independent claims 
with respect to the references cited in the present office action as well as the prior art 
before the filing date which is mentioned in the original description. The applicant 
should also note that no amendment made to the application documents shall go 
beyond the initial disclosure of the description and claims of the invention, so as to 
comply with the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law of China. 



Examiner: Li Yanqin 
Code: B239 



